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Persistent Faith in Action
On September 3, 2013, 64-year-0ld endurance swimmer Diana Nyad
became the first person to swim from Cuba to Florida, 53 hours after
jumping into the ocean in Havana. Her mantra, “Never, ever give up,”
spoken from the shores of Key West, played repeatedly in her mind
during the grueling ordeal.
Somewhat less dramaticly, but with greater global implications, the
faith community in California continues to reflect this philosophy. In
spite of a dead-locked Congress, recent reports on the escalating
pace of climate change, and ongoing attempts by the oil industry to
undermine our state’s landmark Global Warming Solutions Act, the
faith community’s commitment to caring for and protecting Creation
is growing.
Like endurance athletes, we know that our work is a marathon,
not a sprint. Our actions today have long-term implications for the
future. Throughout our congregations' efforts, we continually repeat
the mantras of respect and dignity of all life; protection of the most
vulnerable among us; and communal solidarity bearing the fruits of a
healthier future for all.

Ed Begley, Jr. (left), climate champion and friend of CIPL, energizes the crowd at the
start of the Great Climate March in March, 2014 outside of Wilmington refineries.
The participants, walking across the United States and ending up in Washington, DC in
November, are advocating for strong federal action to reduce carbon polution.

Continued Action to Protect Creation
Each year, CIPL surveys its member congregations to find out
what actions they are taking for a healthier planet.
In 2013, their actions prevented more than xxxxxx
pounds of CO2 emissions.
That’s the equivalent of:
1, 442,081 gallons of gasoline consumed
75, 898 barrels of oil consumed
2,456 cars taken off the road
Planting 2,738 acres of trees
Since 2000, CIPL member congregations have prevented
172,809,747 pounds of carbon dioxide from entering the
atmosphere.

Members of the Vedanta Society of Southern California, which was honored
for their work in renewable energy in 2013, speak with CIPL President, The
Rev. Canon Sally Bingham.

Energy Efficiency and Conservation
An increasing number of congregations are undertaking energyefficiency and conservation measures, such as energy audits, lighting
retrofits, heating and cooling over-hauls, rain water capture and
storage, and the use of beautiful, drought-resistant landscaping. The
results? Decreased energy use, living more lightly on Earth, and
saving money that can be put back into congregation ministries.
When it comes to lighting upgrades, The Episcopal Church in
Almaden, San Jose, along with the Congregational Church
of Almaden Valley, with whom they share a building, are pros.
Prior to replacing the lighting in its classrooms from T12’s to T8’s, the
churches replaced 66 incandescent floodlights in the sanctuary with
LED lights. In addition, the facility received a significant upgrade with
158 T12’s being replaced with 102 T8’s, and 79 incandescent bulbs
replaced with a majority of LED’s and some CFL’s. With the added
bonus of landscaping that requires little watering, these churches
are a shining light to their members and surrounding community.

The Episcopal Church in Almaden shows its care for Creation by using energyefficient track lighting in the sanctuary, among other places

California's Historic Drought
We all know that California is now experiencing an extended drought.
But it’s not just lack of water that is concerning; it is the relation to
the rise in greenhouse gas emissions.
A recent report states that, after a steady decline in pollution
emissions from 2007-2011, greenhouse gas emissions rose 1.7 percent
in 2012. How is this possible, especially when Assembly Bill 32, our
state’s landmark emissions law, has been implemented successfully?
Because of the drought, there is less water available for hydroelectric
power generation – an emissions-free source of energy. In 2012, hydro
power use decreased to 11.7 percent, down from 18.2 percent in
2011. This drop has led utility companies to rely more on natural gas,
and thus emissions increased.
This situation, plus the fact that about 20 percent of all energy
use goes just into moving water around the state, makes water
conservation measures a higher priority than ever.
St. Anselm Episcopal Church in Lafayette has become a
true champion in terms of water conservation. Not only does the
church highlight water stewardship in sermons, their gardens consist
mainly of drought tolerant landscaping. Due to measures such as drip
irrigation, low-water yet beautiful plants and programmable irrigation
controllers, St. Anselm's has reduced their water consumption by
about 50% in 2014!
Providence Baptist Church in the Bayview/Hunters
Point area of San Francisco kicked their conservation efforts into
high gear early this year. In coordination with San Francisco Water
Power & Sewer, they are part of a campaign to ensure that water
aerators, low-flow toilets and water conservation education was
distributed to their community members.

Hopeful
Signs

75% of congregations responding to the
2013 survey have had audits performed
on their facilites to see how they could
reduce their carbon footprint.

?

Did You Know…CIPL is the largest provider
of solar energy information to the California faith
community? Our 2014 “Solar Series” of webinars
was “attended” by 140 participants, and our newlyrevised Energy Efficiency and Solar Resource Guide
for Congregations came out in January of this year.
Renewable energy remains a priority for us. Check out
these resources at www.interfaithpower.org.

Pastor Caleb Crainer and Bishop Guy Irwin wave
after a celebratory dedication of the solar system at
St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Los Angeles.

Hopeful
Signs

Half of 2013 Survey respondees have
solar systems, which generate almost
300 kilowatts of clean energy! The
congregations used a myriad of financing
structures, including Power Purchase
Agreements, leases, and member
donations.

Renewable Energy
Growing up in rural Kansas, The Rev. Caleb Crainer, pastor of St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, was instilled with a
love for his natural surroundings. His predecessors at the church - along
with members devoted to care for the earth - paved the road for the
church to be what it is today – an example of energy-efficiency and
resource protection for parishioners, the surrounding community, and
the large amount of groups it hosts on a weekly basis. Long before the
idea of solar energy came up, St. Andrew’s was a green campus, complete
with various energy-efficiency lighting, a Xeriscape low-water garden
with native California plants; drip irrigation; and a vigorous recycling
program. Their 9.6-kilowatt solar system, which came on line in February,
was the crowning achievement of their energy stewardship efforts. Even
so, St. Andrew’s is in the final process of creating a campus master plan
that will involve many further enhancements to the facility, such as ecoturf that is safe for kid’s play, and won’t require additional watering.
Bright and sunny San Diego is an ideal spot for solar energy. Just ask
First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego’s Trustee,
David Karpinski. He and the congregation’s Green Team oversaw not
only a lighting retrofit, the placement of drought-tolerant landscaping,
and several other efficiency measures, but guided the process of financing
their new 290-panel 65-kilowatt system. The entire system was paid for
with low-cost loans from congregation members. “We’re thrilled with the
system,” Karpinski says. “With the solar energy offsetting almost all of
our electrical needs, and reduced demand charges, we have been able to
reduce our electric bills by about 90%.”
"In a stress fueled society, it’s easy to forget how fragile
and precious our planet really is. God is calling St. Andrew’s
into a more mindful way...through our care for future
generations who will call this place home.”
-The Reverend Caleb Crainer

?

Did You Know…more congregations are installing
organic gardens and/or drought-tolerant landscaping?
Nearly 70% of 2013 Survey respondees employ this way of
beautifying their campus, which saves money and/or helps
to provide healthy food to their communities.

Students from Resurrection School in Boyle Heights help to protect Creation
through a variety of educational and advocacy efforts, including assignments
on the causes and effects of air pollution.

UU Church Palo Alto’s drought tolerant landscaping provides relief for waterstressed California as well as a welcoming place for members to de-stress.

Education
From teaching about climate change science to hosting film
screenings and discussion and sponsoring community events, CIPL
members are active in bringing alive the commonly-held faith value
of stewardship of the Earth.
Keeping true to the Unitarian Universalist principle of the interconnectedness of all life, UU Church of Palo Alto remains
an example of effective environmental communication. This
Green Sanctuary-certified congregation held an “Eco-Faire”
demonstrating a wide range of measures, from sustainable
transportation to locally-grown food sources. They participated
in Interfaith Power & Light’s Preach-In, held events on sustainable
living, distributed LED lighting, and co-hosted “4th Friday Films”
with Transitions Palo Alto. But their work does not end with
education. The congregation also sports a 17.5-kilowatt solar
system, and is deeply involved in policy advocacy, making several
visits to legislators to urge a moratorium on fracking, and has
committed to divest its endowment from fossil fuel stocks and
bonds over the next four years.
Resurrection Church and School in Boyle Heights
is well-known among the community as a hub of Creation
protection. Their pastor, Monsignor John Moretta keeps the
church hopping with energy efficiency, education, and advocacy
efforts, including preventing and cleaning up local sources
of industrial pollution. Principal Angelica Figueroa makes
environmental care a focus of education and action for the
students.

Hopeful
Signs

Speaking from the pulpit is one of the best
ways to spread the good news about faith
communities caring for Creation. Of the
congregations responding to the 2013
survey, fully 75% provided a special sermon
on this topic.

California Interfaith Power and Light is a vital voice
in helping our community move to action based on the
moral imperative of combating climate change. The faith
community has been at the fore, helping to move the
environmental conversation away from divisiveness to
shared goals of protecting and strengthening our most
vulnerable residents.
We need the faith community’s active involvement as
our state takes action to reduce our carbon pollution,
provide clean air, and transition our economy towards a
clean energy future.”
- Senate President pro Tempore-Elect, Kevin de León

Heading to the Capitol: CIPL joined with interfaith colleagues from 38 state
IPL affiliates for a three day conference and a lobby day advocating for climate
protection and clean energy bills.

After a day of lobbying on the Hill, CIPL Steering Committee member,
The Rev. Ambrose Carroll (left) of Church by the Side of the Road in Berkeley
recounts his experiences in a debrief session.

Did You Know… a record-breaking 1,500 congregations
signed up for Interfaith Power & Light’s 2014 National PreachIn on Climate Change. Among the congregations that signed up
from 40 states, 120 were from California!

Advocacy

?

While individual and congregational actions are important to live our
values, in order to effectively curb global warming we need large-scale
policy change. The faith community’s visits to our state and federal
legislators help to make the “faith case” for just policies that clean up
our energy sources, protect lives, and create a more sustainable future.
Advocacy comes in all shapes and sizes. 2014 has already shaped up to
be a year full of advocacy on small and large scales. Just a few highlights
include:
• On-going national support for the EPA Carbon rules that will
reduce CO2 pollution by 30% by 2030, saving money, lives and
moving the U.S. toward a clean energy future
• Advocating for SB 535 implementation in California, which
guarantees that at least 20% of AB 32 revenues flow into the
state’s most highly-impacted communities
• Individual member congregations' efforts for better public
transportation options; increased use of renewable energy mix for
local municipalities; decreased use of water in communities and
neighborhoods.

Members of faith, environmental justice, policy, and public health organizations
gathered with CIPL to create “A Climate of Hope” on July 26 in Los Angeles.
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